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Sowandé M. Mustakeem is a historian with broad
specializations in slavery at sea, medicine, Black
women’s history, terror, violence, slavery and
memory, criminality, policing, gender and executions
in history. She is currently an Associate Professor

in the Departments of History and African and
African American Studies at Washington University in St. Louis.

Mustakeem i1s globally known for her two time award winning book, Slavery at
Sea: Terror, Sex, and Sickness in the Middle Passage (2016) which won the
Wesley Logan prize in 2017 (jointly awarded by The American Historical
Association and The Association for the Study of African American Life) for the
best book for the history of the African Diaspora. The audio version of Slavery
at Sea was released spring 2021.

She has articles published in The Journal of African American History, Atlantic
Studies, along with a number of essays in edited volumes. Her most recent
contributions have appeared in BBC Magazine, the online publication Vox,

“6 Myths About the History of Black People in America” and Keywords in
African American Studies. She has been featured on BBC radio, and was on
Henry Louis Gates’ PBS documentary series “Many Rivers to Cross.”

She is also cohost of the Apple podcast “TheBookLane365”, which empowers
future writers with tips and tools to activate productivity through writing.
Mustakeem is currently working on her next book focused on women and crime.
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